Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s
218th Third Thursday Food for Thought Free Zoom Program!

Opatas, Guarijios, and their Associates in Northwest Mexico:

Who Were They?
By Research Social Scientist David A. Yetman, PhD

ﬁﬁi:

When Spanish chroniclers ar-
rived in what is now Sonora, Mex-
ico they noted numerous Indigen-
ous peoples in addition to the
well-known Mayos, Pimas, and
Yaquis.

Among the others were the
Opatas, who numbered perhaps
60,000, and the Guarijios, around
2,000. ’
vispe, a historic mountain town and
municipal seat in the Sierra Madre Occidental

of northeastern Sonora, Mexico, established by
the Jesuit missionary Cristobal Garcia in 1645

The more populous Opatas
have disappeared, yet the Guari-
jios remain. What happened?

University of Arizona Research
Social Scientist Emeritus Dr. David
Yetman will explore this question
in this month’s “Third Thursday
Food for Thought” presentation.

Doiia Lupana describes palm weaving
to David Yetman in her huuki
in Buena Vista de Nacori Chico, Sonora
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Thursday January 21, 2027 7 pm ARIZONA/Mountain Standard Time

To register for the Zoom program click on this link:

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8YkItRPkQDmx6woHOGTpcg

For more information contact Old Pueblo at or



mailto:info@oldpueblo.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8YkltRPkQDmx6woHOGTpcg

Opatas, Guarijios, and their Associates . . .

This month’s guest David Yetman
is a Research Social Scientist Emeritus at The
Southwest Center of The University of Ari-
zona whose studies have focused on peoples
and land of northwest Mexico. He served for
nine years as host for the PBS documentary
television series “The Desert Speaks” and cur- g¢
rently produces and hosts PBS’s “In the Amer- £ E
icas with David Yetman” series. He has re- &
ceived three Emmy Awards for his documen- | ’._ v
tary television work.

David’s research has been directed primarily towards the state of Sonora, its Indigenous
people, their history, and how they have incorporated native resources into their lives.

His books include Sonora: An Intimate Geography (1996); Scattered Round Stones:
A Mayo Village in Sonora, Mexico (1998); Guarijios of the Sierra Madre: Hidden People of
Northwest Mexico (2002); Mayo Ethnobotany: Land, History, and Traditional Knowledge in
Northwest Mexico (2002, co-authored by Thomas R. Van Devender); The Organ Pipe Cactus
(2006); The Great Cacti: Ethnobotany and Biogeography of Columnar Cacti (2007);
The Opatas: In Search of a Sonoran People (2010); and The Saguaro Cactus, A Natural History
(2020, co-written with Alberto Burquez, Kevin Hultine, and Michael Sanderson).

For more information about this month’s program or other activities,
contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center at info@oldpueblo.org or 520-798-1201.

The Third Thursday Series: 0ld Pueblo Archaeology Center’s Third Thursday Food for
Thought Zoom webinars on the Third Thursday evening of each month feature presentations about
archaeology, history, and cultures.

— If you would like to be added to Old Pueblo’s list of persons who receive
;hi;:;%::o;\ﬁiﬁ;;;;d;w semimonthly email announcements about Old Pueblo’s Third Thursday
[ suv “won | ues weo [k wu [sar 8 gnd other activities (and other southwestern archaeology organizations’
activities), go to www.oldpueblo.org,

o scroll down to the “Subscribe” box, and
1o enter your name and email address there.

One can unsubscribe from our emailing _H_
list at any time. = e

Flyer by Al Dart with assistance from David Yetman, October 27, 2026
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