
       
 

 

      Before the Town of Marana, Arizona developed its Crossroads at Silverbell District Park near 
North SilverBell and West Cortaro roads, the Town sponsored investigations by Old Pueblo 
Archaeology Center and Desert Archaeology at two archaeological sites in the park: a large 
Hohokam village known as the Yuma Wash site, which was inhabited between 600 and 1450 
CE, and the headquarters of the historic Bojórquez-Aguirre Ranch that was established in 1878 
and was occupied into the early 1900s.  

      Excavations  at  the  Yuma  Wash  site  identified  over  200  
precontact  house  ruins  including  partly  underground  pit- 
houses as well as above-ground, pueblo-like buildings. Also  
encountered were more than 300 human burials and related 
funerary features,  32 animal burials,  three Hohokam ca- 
nals, and thousands of Hohokam artifacts. 

      The Bojórquez-Aguirre Ranch site was found- 
ed in 1878 by Juan and María Bojórquez, who al- 
so operated a grocery store in Tucson. After the  
Bojórquezes failed to improve the property suffi- 
ciently to claim ownership under the Homestead  
Act, Tucson entrepreneur Feliberto Aguirre filed a  
homestead petition in 1896 and acquired title to the  
   property in 1900. Remnants of both the Bojórquez and 
      Aguirre families’ buildings and other constructed features are  
       still preserved in the Crossroads at Silverbell District Park. 

      In this presentation, Old Pueblo Archaeology Center's executive director, ar-
chaeologist Allen Dart, will illustrate and discuss some of the artifacts, architec-
ture, and other material culture that the archaeological excavations revealed at 
the Yuma Wash Hohokam village and Bojórquez-Aguirre Ranch archaeological 
sites, both of which are near the Abbett Library in the Crossroads at Silverbell 
District Park. 

No reservations are required to attend this free program. 
 
 

Friday October 3, 2025                          2 to 4 pm 

Free presentation in the Wheeler Taft Abbett, Sr. Branch Library Community Room 

7800 N. Schisler Drive, Marana, Arizona 

Sponsored by Old Pueblo Archaeology Center         info@oldpueblo.org         520-798-1201 

Old Pueblo Archaeology Center Presents 

Archaeological Investigations in 
Marana's Crossroads at Silverbell District Park 

In-Person Library Talk by Archaeologist Allen Dart, RPA 

Flyer date June 23, 2025 
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