
 

       Is the archaeological record of North Amer-
ica a lot weirder than traditional researchers 
would have you believe? Is there, for example, 
archaeological evidence that giant human be-
ings lived just outside of Syracuse, New York, in 
antiquity? And what do Mark Twain, L. Frank 
Baum, and P. T. Barnum have to say about it?  

      Did a contingent of the Lost Tribes of Israel 
visit New Mexico, maybe a couple thousand 
years ago, marking their presence by etching 
the Ten Commandments in Hebrew onto a 
boulder southwest of Albuquerque?  

      Or maybe did ancient Jews leave Hebrew-inscribed artifacts in an Ohio burial mound? 

      In this month’s "Third Thursday Food for Thought" program, archaeologist Dr. Kenneth Feder 
will reveal the shocking, hidden truth underlying these and other archaeological mysteries.   
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The “Cardiff Giant” was 
discovered in 1869 by a 

farmer in upstate New York. 
Claimed to be an actual 

petrified giant from before 
Noah’s Flood, it was just  

a carved chunk of gypsum 
that successfully fooled  

thousands of people 
because, as David Hannum 

(not P.T. Barnum) put it,  
“there’s a sucker born  

every minute.” 

Left: The “Decalogue Stone” is a basalt boulder located in the midst of a volcanic landscape in Los Lunas, New Mexico.  
A version of the Ten Commandments, in Hebrew, is etched onto its surface. Some claim it is evidence of the presence  

of ancient Israelites in the “Land of Enchantment.” But is it an ancient artifact or a modern fraud? 

Right: Archaeologist Ken Feder with non-fraud Fremont culture petroglyph panel, Dinosaur National Monument, Utah 

Al photos courtesy of Ken Feder 
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      More: Is the pictograph on the left, located in Black Dragon Canyon in Utah, a depiction of an 
actual pterodactyl seen by Native American artists only a couple of thousand years ago? Do the 
painted images on the right, in Sego Canyon, Utah, depict extraterrestrial aliens that Indigenous 
artists were trying to depict several centuries ago?  

      Spoiler alert: The answer to each of the questions just posted is a resolute “No!” Nevertheless, 
the stories behind these and other false claims about the ancient past are fascinating and, it must 
be admitted, occasionally even a little hilarious. 

      Oh, and a bonus; Dr. Feder will tell how you can personally visit some of these places and 
artifacts and see them for yourselves. 
 
      Old Pueblo’s Third Thursday presenter this month is Ken Feder, PhD, 
Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at Central Connecticut State University in 
New Britain, Connecticut. His primary research interests include the archaeol-
ogy of the native peoples of New England and the analysis of public perceptions 
about the human past. He is the author of several books including Frauds, 
Myths, and Mysteries: Science and Pseudoscience in Archaeology (2020, 10th 
edition); The Past in Perspective: An Introduction to Human Prehistory (2020, 
9th ed.); Native American Archaeology in the Parks (2023); and Archaeological 
Oddities: A Field Guide to Forty Claims of Lost Civilizations, Ancient Visitors, and 
Other Strange Sites in North America (2019). 

      Professor Feder has served as a “talking head” on numerous television documentaries about the hu-
man. On the topic of human antiquity, one producer described him as being “a beacon of sanity in a sea 
of madness,” which struck the professor as a very scary thought. 

      The Third Thursday Food for Thought Series. Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s 

Third Thursday Food for Thought Zoom webinars, on the Third Thursday evening of each 
month, feature presentations on archaeological, historical, and cultural topics. If you 
would like to be added to Old Pueblo’s list of persons who receive semimonthly email 
announcements about Old Pueblo’s and other southwest-
ern archaeology organizations’ activities, you can go to 
www.oldpueblo.org, scroll down to the “Subscribe” box, 
and enter your name and email address there.  One can un-
subscribe from Old Pueblo’s emailing list at any time. 
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