
Thursday December 19, 2024                                      7 pm ARIZONA/Mountain Standard Time 

To register for the Zoom program click on this link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VSALZFjKQqmYSH3M0RQ3Tw 

For more information contact Old Pueblo at info@oldpueblo.org or 520-798-1201. 
 

 

 

Chichilticale 
has been the most sought-after site of the 
16th-century Francisco Vázquez de Coronado 
Expedition in Arizona. One reason for this is 
because it was a named place that was ex-
pected to be in Arizona.  It also was an impor-
tant way station along the route, a place 
stopped at more than once and for several 
days, before moving through the final wilder-
ness.  

 Importantly, and less known, the expedi-
tion’s Senior Captain Melchior Diaz stayed at 
Chichilticale for two months during the winter 
of 1539-1540. 

 Chichilticale now has been identified. Ar-
chaeological observations show that it repre-
sents a substantial campsite containing hun-
dreds of metal Coronado expedition artifacts 
including diagnostic nails, crossbow bolt 
heads, copper bells, lace aglets, and more. 

 In this presentation, archaeologist Dr. Deni 
Seymour will discuss how she and her team 
have surveyed southern Arizona for Corona-
do-era archaeological sites in recent years and 
have identified several of them – including the 
elusive Chichilticale. 
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Metal crossbow points found at Chichilticale, 2024  
(Photos on this page courtesy of Deni J. Seymour) 

 

Aerial view of the “red house” remnants at Chichilticale  
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Chichilticale in 1539: The Long-Sought Coronado Expedition Site . . . 
  

      Our Third Thursday presenter this month is 
Dr. Deni J. Seymour, PhD, a professional ar-
chaeologist and award-winning author who 
has published seven books and over 120 pro-
fessional journal articles, eight of which are on 
the Coronado expedition. She is recognized for 
her ability to interweave data from multiple 
sources to find and investigate locations of 
historical interest relating to places, people, 
and events mentioned in historical docu-
ments. 

      Among these places she has found are the 
site where Apache Chief Juh ambushed U.S. 
Army Lieutenant Howard B. Cushing in 1871; 
the original Sobaípuri O’odham settlements of 
Chukshon (the namesake of Tucson); Anza 
Trail encampments; dozens of Sobaípuri O’o-
dham settlements visited by Father Kino inclu-
ding San Pablo de Quíburi, San Cayetano del 
Tumacácori, and Los Santos Ángeles de Gue-
vavi; and now twelve archaeological sites of 
the Coronado expedition in five of Arizona's 
river valleys. 

The Third Thursday Series 

 Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s Third Thursday Food for Thought 
Zoom webinars, on the Third Thursday evening of each month, feature 
presentations on archaeological, historical, and cultural topics. 

 If you would like to be added to Old Pueblo’s list of persons who re-
ceive semimonthly email announcements about Old Pueblo’s Third 
Thursday and other activities (and other southwestern archaeology or-
ganizations’ activities), go to www.oldpueblo.org, scroll down to the 
“Subscribe” box, and enter your name and email address there. One can 
unsubscribe from our emailing list at any time. 

Flyer version of November 8, 2024 

Archaeologist Deni Seymour  
displaying the barrel of bronze wall gun  

that she discovered while excavating  
another southern Arizona Coronado site 

(Photo courtesy of Tamara Jager Stewart) 

 

For more information about this month’s program or other activities,  
contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center at info@oldpueblo.org or 520-798-1201. 
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