
    
 
 

 The Garden Canyon archaeological site, located on the 
historic Fort Huachuca US Army post, was a precontact 
American Indian settlement in the area where the Mogo-
llon, Hohokam, and northern Mexican archaeological cul-
tures came together. Limited excavations there exposed 
pithouses, above-ground dwellings, other features, and 
pottery and other artifacts.  

 Farther up Garden Canyon, a few hundred feet above 
its floor, are rockshelters adorned with pictographs, pos-
sibly painted by Apaches in the 1700s.  
 In part 1 of this tour Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s 
Executive Director, archaeologist Allen Dart, will guide us 
to these Garden Canyon sites and to the Fort Huachuca 
Museum, which focuses on the region’s military history.  

  

See additional information on the following pages.  
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Garden Canyon, Fort Huachuca, and Camp Naco  
Pictographs, Archaeology, and History Tour  

Guided by Archaeologist Allen Dart 
and Historic Architect R. Brooks Jeffery 
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Photos on this page courtesy of US Army - Fort Huachuca, top to bottom:  
Aerial view of 1990s Garden Canyon Village archaeological excavations, 

and a plastered hearth, Babocomari Red-on-brown bowl, and bison-
shaped shell pendant encountered in them; and Fort Huachuca Museum 

Tour participants need to bring picnic lunch and water,  
wear sturdy hiking shoes, and be able to hike  

up a short, narrow mountain trail. 

Your $55 tour donation (Old Pueblo Archaeology Center and  
S'edav Va'aki Museum Foundation members $45)  

supports Old Pueblo’s education programs about archaeology and 
traditional cultures. Reservations and donations are due 10 days 

after reservation request or by 5 pm April 1st, whichever is earlier. 

Above: Some pictographs in one of the Garden Canyon rockshelters, photo by Ron Stewart 

 



Flyer date February 25, 2024 

Garden Canyon, Fort Huachuca, and Camp Naco . . . 

 After visiting Fort Huachuca and breaking for a picnic lunch, tour participants will caravan from Sierra 
Vista to Naco for part 2:  Historic architect R. Brooks Jeffery’s guided walk into Camp Naco, the early 
twentieth century US Army “Buffalo Soldiers” post now being rehabilitated for multiple uses. 

 Camp Naco, also known as Camp Newell, was a military defense compound in Naco, Arizona, built 
between 1919 and 1923. It was part of the U.S. War Department’s Mexican Border Defense construction 
project designed to place a 1,200-mile “fence” of soldiers along the U.S.-Mexico border to safeguard 
American citizens and economic interests following unease after the 1910 Mexican Revolution. The camp 
was staffed by the Ninth and Tenth Cavalry Regiments, and later the Twenty-fifth Infantry Regiment, all 
of which were African-American “Buffalo Soldiers.”  

 Camp Naco was the only one of nine western U.S. military camps constructed of adobe, and today is 
the only one in Arizona that remains largely intact despite a 2006 fire that claimed four buildings. The 
Camp Naco Historic District was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2012. The camp prop-
erty is now owned by the City of Bisbee, which is partnering with he Naco Heritage Alliance to rehabilita-
te, preserve, and maintain it. Historic architect Brooks Jeffery will lead this part of the tour, and show 
and interpret this effort, which explores a wide range of future uses that commemorate Camp Naco’s 
history, expand cultural opportunities, and serve as a resource for the communities of Naco and southern 
Cochise County.  

OUR TOUR GUIDES: BROOKS JEFFERY & ALLEN DART 

      R. Brooks Jeffery is Professor Emeritus 
of Architecture and former Associate Vice 
President for Research at the College of 
Architecture, Planning and Landscape Ar-
chitecture, University of Arizona, Tucson. 
Recognized for his wide-ranging service 
and award-winning research on heritage 
conservation in arid environments, he is 
leading the City of Bisbee’s effort to 
rehabilitate and conserve Camp Naco.  

      Registered Professional Archaeolo-
gist Al Dart has worked in Arizona and 
New Mexico since 1975 for federal and 
state governments, private companies, 
and nonprofit organizations. He is the 
executive director of Tucson’s nonprofit 
Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, which 
he founded in 1993 to provide educa-
tional and scientific programs in archae-
ology, history, and cultures.

Brooks Jeffery photo courtesy of Brooks; Allen Dart photo by Rabia Altaf 

Camp Naco rehab photos courtesy of Mark Costa (Mark Costa Design, left) and Brooks Jeffery (City of Bisbee) 

 



IMPORTANT TOUR INFORMATION 

COST AND PAYMENT POLICY:  Reservations are accepted on a first-come basis. Full payment of the donation is 
due with tour registration. A portion of the tour donation will be a tax-deductible contribution to Old Pueblo 
Archaeology Center in an amount to be determined based on tour expenses compared to revenues after all expenses 
have been paid. Any entrance fee savings from passes, permits, memberships, etc., become part of the donation to 
Old Pueblo Archaeology Center. We welcome singles, couples, and groups.  

CANCELLATIONS less than seven days prior to departure date are not refundable. Cancellation notice must be 
received in writing or via email and will be effective as of the date received. Cancellations after final payment 
date/time will result in forfeiture of all money paid. No refund will be made for leaving a program in progress. Trip 
insurance is highly recommended. Old Pueblo reserves the right to cancel programs while in progress and to take 
action as needed on an individual or group basis, when in Old Pueblo's sole opinion the health, safety, or well-being 
of participants requires such action. The tour itinerary is subject to change at the discretion of Old Pueblo Archaeology 
Center, but participants will be notified of significant changes in advance if the change is under Old Pueblo’s control. 

TRANSPORTATION: Registrants are responsible for their own transportation. High-clearance vehicles or 
carpooling with drivers of such vehicles is required for the road into garden Canyon, see ACCESSIBILITY below. 

ACCOMMODATIONS & MEALS:  No lodging or meals are included in tour fee. Each participant needs to bring a 
picnic lunch and at least one liter of water and other nonalcoholic beverages as desired. Snack foods are also 
recommended.  

 DEPARTURE AND FORT HUACHUCA ACCESS: The tour starts at 8:30 am at the Van Deman Gate Visitor Control 
Center, Hatfield St., Fort Huachuca, Arizona. (Fort Huachuca is immediately west of Sierra Vista, Arizona.) Prior to the 
tour, participants will be required to fill out and return a US Army form needed to obtain a visitor’s pass to access 
Fort Huachuca. Old Pueblo will provide the form via email. Participants can park vehicles at the departure location at 
their own risk. The end-time for the tour at Camp Naco is estimated to be around 3:30 pm but may be later consi-
dering how fast people can walk and regroup at the various stops and the possibility that vehicle problems can occur. 

ACCESSIBILITY: To register for this tour, persons not coming in high-clearance vehicles must be willing to ride 
in another tour participant’s vehicle from the tour meeting place to Garden Canyon and back to the meeting place. 
Participants must walk up to 1/4-mile over relatively flat desert terrain at the Garden Canyon village site; and up to 
1/4-mile along a foot trail that is relatively steep in some places to access the Garden Canyon pictographs rockshelter. 
Tour leaders will allow plenty of time for participants who cannot walk quickly. If you have difficulty walking over 
desert terrain you will only be able to view some sites from the vehicle parking areas. Participants can walk/hike as 
much or as little as they wish. 

HEALTH ADVISORIES:  Bring and wear a hat that protects the back of your neck and your ears. Bring and wear 
sunscreen lotion. You must be in good physical and mental health to do this tour. We are concerned about your 
health and safety, and Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s tour manager has had first-aid and CPR training, but medical 
services or facilities may not be readily available or accessible during all or part of the tour.  You are responsible for 
selecting events appropriate to your abilities and limitations. If you have any doubts about your ability to participate, 
please contact us prior to registering. Any physical condition requiring special attention, diet, or treatment must be 
reported when the reservation is made, and a follow-up explanatory letter may be required. 

 PARTICIPANTS MUST ABIDE by all federal, state, and tribal regulations pertaining to visitation to historic sites, 
antiquities, and artifact sites during Old Pueblo Archaeology Center tours. Collecting of artifacts, plants, animals, and 
mineral specimens is prohibited. Please read about why archaeological sites need to be treated respectfully at 
https://azstateparks.com/archaeological-site-etiquette and http://www.oldpueblo.org/artifact-collecting/.  

MEMBERSHIP:  Becoming a member of Old Pueblo Archaeology Center opens a world of new discoveries. A $25, 
one-year "Friend" membership provides the Old Pueblo Archaeology bulletin and discounts on some of Old Pueblo’s 
tour and course fees, and publications. Higher levels of membership may provide the member with opportunities to 
participate in archaeological research projects if desired.  

For membership details contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center  
at 520-798-1201 or info@oldpueblo.org or visit our web site: www.oldpueblo.org. 
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