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 Scott Wood leads Old Pueblo’s car-caravan tour 
to archaeological sites of the Central Arizona Tra-
dition (CAT).  
 
 What is that? It’s a name that archaeologists 
Peter Pilles and Scott Wood gave to a cultural life-
way that developed around 300 CE in central Ari-
zona just north of the Salt River valley (see map on 
next page).  
 
 The CAT was characterized by small wickiup-like 
pithouses, some larger bean-shaped dwellings, and 

plain brown paddle-and-anvil-made pottery, with-
out any locally made decorated ceramics. The tradi-
tion lasted until about 500 CE when people in most 
parts of the area began to be assimilated into the 
Hohokam, Mogollon-Pueblo, and Sinagua cultures 
that developed all around central Arizona.  
 
 Scott will lead us to the CAT archaeological sites 
of Goat Camp Ruin, where he has been leading ex-
cavations since 2008, and the Shoofly Village site, 
where Arizona State University conducted excava-
tions in the mid-1980s. 

 

 

$40 donation per person ($32 for members of Old Pueblo Archaeology Center or Friends of Pueblo Grande Museum)  

Donations are due 10 days after reservation request or by 5 p.m. Monday October 13, whichever is earlier. Donation covers  
all site entry fees and Old Pueblo’s expenses. Participants are responsible for their own transportation, lodging, and meals. 

For details and reservations contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center at 520-798-1201 or info@oldpueblo.org. 

See the following pages for more information. 
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Old Pueblo Archaeology Center presents 

Central Arizona Tradition Archaeological Sites Tour 

In Payson, Arizona, Guided by Archaeologist J. Scott Wood  

Sunday October 16, 2022:  12 noon to 4 p.m. 

Excavating at  
Goat Camp Ruin  
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Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s Central Arizona Tradition Archaeological Sites Tour . . . 

 
Directions to the tour meeting place will be provided to persons who have made reservations.  

 
Carry water with you 
during the hikes! See 

important information on 
next page. 

 
Scott Wood is a retired 

Tonto National Forest Ar-
chaeologist. For several 
years he has been leading 
the Goat Camp Ruin exca-
vation, preservation, and 
interpretation project for 
the Town of Payson, among 
other projects. 
  

The Room 8 Complex at Goat Camp Ruin 
Photos courtesy of J. Scott Wood 

Photo of Scott courtesy of  
Arizona Archaeological Society 

Well-built walls and floor in Room 28 at Goat Camp Ruin 
Photo courtesy of Scott Wood 

Map showing approximate extent of the Central Arizona Tradition 

Flyer version of July 10, 2022 

Remainders of precontact rock-masonry building foundations at the Shoofly Village (AKA Houston Mesa) archaeological site in Payson 
Photo by Allen Dart 



 

  

 
 

IMPORTANT TOUR INFORMATION 
 

COST AND PAYMENT POLICY:  Reservations are accepted on a first-come basis. Full payment is due 10 days after reservation 
request or by 5 p.m. Monday October 13, whichever is earlier. A portion of the tour donation will be a tax-deductible contri-
bution to Old Pueblo Archaeology Center (Old Pueblo) in an amount to be determined based on tour expenses compared to 
revenues after all expenses have been paid. Any entrance fee savings from passes, permits, memberships, etc., become part 
of the donation to Old Pueblo. We welcome singles, couples, and groups.  

CANCELLATIONS less than seven days prior to departure date are not refundable. Cancellation notice must be received in 
writing or via email, and will be effective as of the date received. Cancellations after final payment date/time will result in 
forfeiture of all money paid. No refund will be made for leaving a program in progress. Trip insurance is highly recommended. 
Old Pueblo reserves the right to cancel programs while in progress and to take action as needed on an individual or group 
basis, when in Old Pueblo’s sole opinion the health, safety, or well-being of participants requires such action. The tour itin-
erary is subject to change at the discretion of Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, but participants will be notified of significant 
changes in advance if the change is under the control of Old Pueblo. 

TRANSPORTATION:  Registrants are responsible for their own transportation, navigation, and determination of how long it 
will take to drive to the meeting place in Payson. 

ACCOMMODATIONS & MEALS:  No lodging or meals are included in tour donation. Each participant needs to bring at least 
two quarts of water, plus snacks and other beverages as desired.  

DEPARTURE: The tour will begin at 12 noon in Payson, Arizona, at a location to be provided to persons who have made and 
paid the appropriate donations for reservations. Estimated end time for the tour is around 4 p.m. but may be later considering 
how fast people can walk and regroup at the various stops and the possibility that traffic delays or vehicle problems can occur.  

ACCESSIBILITY: All site visits are on relatively horizontal or gently sloping trails. Tour leaders will allow plenty of time for those 
who cannot walk quickly. Participants can walk/hike as much or as little as they wish. There are no restrooms at either site to 
be visited, but a mid-tour restroom stop will be included. 

HEALTH ADVISORIES:  Be sure to bring along plenty of water. Wear sturdy walking/hiking shoes (boots are not necessary). 
Bring and wear sunscreen lotion, and a hat that protects the back of your neck and your ears. You must be in good physical 
and mental health to do this tour. We are concerned about your health and safety. Our tour leaders have had first-aid and CPR 
training but medical services or facilities may not be readily available or accessible during all or part of the tour. You are re-
sponsible for selecting events appropriate to your abilities and limitations. If you have any doubts about your ability to partici-
pate, please contact us prior to registering. Any physical condition requiring special attention, diet, or treatment must be 
reported when the reservation is made, and a follow-up explanatory letter may be required.  

PARTICIPANTS MUST ABIDE by all federal, state, and tribal regulations pertaining to visitation to historic sites, antiquities, 
and artifact sites during Old Pueblo Archaeology Center tours. Collecting of artifacts, plants, animals, and mineral specimens is 
prohibited. Read about archaeological site etiquette at www.oldpueblo.org/artifact-collecting/ and 
azstateparks.com/archaeological-site-etiquette.  

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Becoming a member of Old Pueblo Archaeology Center opens a world of new discoveries. A $25, 1-year 
“Friend” membership provides the Old Pueblo Archaeology bulletin and discounts on some of our tour and course fees, and 
publications. Higher levels of membership may provide member with opportunities to participate in archaeological excavation 
and other research projects if desired.  

For membership details contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center at  
520-798-1201 or info@oldpueblo.org, or visit our web site: www.oldpueblo.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Town of Payson offers numerous restaurant and lodging options. 
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