
 

The ancient Hohokam culture of Arizona con-
structed at least 200 ballcourts more than 800 
years ago. These oval depressions were likely 
used to play a ball game that originated in sou-
thern Mexico, where the game was played with a 
rubber ball and had a very important role in re-
enacting the creation of humans in this world. 

This presentation will describe the ballcourts 
that have been recorded within Hohokam villages 
scattered throughout Arizona, summarize what 
archaeologists propose they were used for, and 
discuss how these public structures may relate to 
what is known about the Mexican rubber ball 
games, which are still played today. 

(See next page)

Old Pueblo Archaeology Center presents:

Thursday January 18, 2018
6 to 8:30 p.m.

at U-Like Oriental Buffet Restaurant
5101 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson 

Contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center 
at info@oldpueblo.org or 520-798-1201

for reservations* 

Cosponsored by

“The Ancient Hohokam Ballgame of Arizona” 
A free presentation by archaeologist Dr. Todd Bostwick 

* RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED:  PLEASE WAIT TO HEAR FROM OLD PUEBLO THAT YOUR 
RESERVATION HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BEFORE ATTENDING BECAUSE THE FIRE CODE 

LIMITS HOW MANY GUESTS WE CAN HAVE IN THE RESTAURANT MEETING ROOM. 
Reservations must be requested before 5 p.m. on the Wednesday before the program date. Guests may select and purchase 

dinner at the restaurant. There is no entry fee. Donations will be requested to benefit Old Pueblo’s educational efforts.

The excavated and reconstructed Hohokam ballcourt 
at the Pueblo Grande archaeological site in Phoenix; 

photograph provided by Todd W. Bostwick

Aerial photograph showing Hohokam ballcourt at Los Morteros archaeological site: unenhanced (left) and contrast-enhanced (right) 
to show embankments; adapted from Pima County MapGuide website, http://gis.pima.gov/maps/mapguide
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This month’s guest presenter Todd W. Bostwick, Ph.D., has been 
conducting archaeological research in the Arizona for nearly 40 years. He has a 
Masters degree in Anthropology and a Ph.D. in History from Arizona State 
University. Dr. Bostwick was the Phoenix City Archaeologist at Pueblo Grande 
Museum for 21 years before his retirement in 2010, and was a Faculty Associate 
at ASU and at Northern Arizona University for seven years. He is currently the 
Director of Archaeology at Verde Valley Archaeology Center in Camp Verde. 

Dr. Bostwick has visited and photographed numerous ballcourts in Mexico, 
Guatemala, and Honduras. He authored a chapter in the Pueblo Grande Archival 
Study on the unpublished field notes from the 1950s excavation of the Pueblo 
Grande ballcourt, and coordinated the National Park Service preservation of that 
ballcourt in 1990. He later helped excavate a previously undiscovered ballcourt at 
the Ironwood Village Hohokam site in Marana and coauthored a chapter in the 
report on that excavation project, and has written a paper on the ballcourts of the 
Verde Valley in central Arizona. 

Dr. Bostwick also has written and edited numerous articles and books on the American Southwest, 
including Landscape of the Spirits: Hohokam Rock Art at South Mountain Park (University of Arizona Press). 

Raised in a historic house in Carson City, Nevada, Dr. Bostwick says he developed an obsession with 
archaeology as a child after finding an old trash dump while digging for worms to go fishing. He has received 
awards from the National Park Service, the Arizona Governor’s Archaeology Advisory Commission, the City of 
Phoenix, and the Arizona Archaeological Society.

Contact 
Old Pueblo 

Archaeology Center 
for reservations:

info@oldpueblo.org 
or 

520-798-1201

(Please DO NOT 
call the restaurant 
for reservations.) 

The Third Thursday Food for Thought dinner 
and presentation will be held at 

U-Like Oriental Buffet Restaurant
5101 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson
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