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Name That Type: How and Why
Archaeologists Type Things

(As Viewed from Southeastern Arizona Ceramics)
By Robert A. Heckman, Statistical Research, Inc

Dragoon Tradition. Pottery jar from the Gleeson site in the Dragoon Tradition.
Illustration by Robert Heckman, Statistical Research, Inc.

Human beings classify nearly everything in their
experience. This is true of cultures past and present the
world over. The classification of animals, plants, people. and
every kind of inanimate thing is a large component of even
human language. These casual typological systems are often
referred to as folk classifications. Scientific typological
systems, like those used by archaeologists, differ primarily in
the manner in which they are defined and used. In order to
serve a scientific purpose, types should be described more
precisely and differentiated more rigorously.  Scientific
classifications differ from folk classifications in degree. not
kind.

Archaeological Classification Systems
Like folk classifications, archaeological classification
systems facilitate communication and enable pattern

recognition among individuals who speak a common
language. In the case of archaeologists, the “language” is the

jargon-filled, often parochial literature of the discipline.

Unfortunately, some archaeologists are willing to plug
artifacts or “cultures” into existing classification systems
without considering why the categories were originally
defined or how they pertain to their own research questions.
All too often classification is confused with analysis. Instead,
classification should have analytical purposes.

Let’s begin with the objectives and premises that should
be explicit with any archaeological classification system. The
objective should be to organize material for analvsis with the
ultimate goal of learning something about human behavior
The underlying premise of all archaeological classification is
that human behavior, present and past, is patterned.

Continued on page 2
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Name That Type (Continued)

Human behavior (activities) creates
patterning in material culture
(artifacts). Therefore, archaeologically
recovered collections of material
culture will be patterned in ways that
provide evidence for inferring past
human behavior.

‘Usetul typologies provide a method
for recognizing patterns in archae-
ological collections. Archaeologists or-
ganize artifacts into types based on
sherd and mutually exclusive attributes.
It sounds easy but it is anything but
easy. Let me illustrate this point with
an artifact class that I am familiar with-
Ceramics.

What was the Question?
In the 1920s and 1930s, Harold S.
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Colton developed a ceramic classi-
fication system for prehistoric south-
western ceramics that is still used
today. Colton defined a ware-series-
type system. A ceramic series refers to
a group of types discriminated on the
basis of painted design difterences and
provides a subdivision within wares (a
group of ceramics similar in clays,
tempers, and manufacturing tech-
niques). Colton’s system was warmly
embraced by archaeologists working all
over the southwestern United States at
that time.

Shortly thereafter, the regional
ceramic typologies for the Anasazi
(Ancestral Pueblo), Hohokam, and
Mogollon were developed. What were-
the prevailing objectives of these early

Dragoon Tradition Vessel
Recovered from the Gleeson site and dated to ca. A.D. 950-1400.
Illustration (SRI 001) by Robert A. Heckman, Statistical Research, Inc.
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archaeologists in creating these
ceramic typologies? The typologies
were created for cultural-historical
purposes, to place archaeological
sites and artifacts in appropriate
time, space, and culture units. Dur-
ing this early period of American
archaeology, ceramic types were
defined and used as fundamental
indicators of the basic units of
culture and time.

These original cultural-historical
frameworks (what archaeologists
call culture history) are still the
basis of all archaeological work in
the Southwest. The ceramic typ-
ologies defined more than fifty years
ago had specific and limited ob-
jectives. The cumbersome nature
and analytical shortcomings of the
original typologies are not neces-
sarily byproducts of descriptive
inadequacies, but rather result from
current researchers employing the

typologies uncritically. This brings us

to the current state of ceramic tax-
onomy in southeastern Arizona.

Dragoon Tradition Vessel
Recovered from the Gleeson site.
Illustration (SRI 005) by Robert A. Heckman,
Statistical Research, Inc.

What is the Objective?

The river valleys and basins of
southeastern Arizona, such as the San
Pedro, Cienega, and Sulphur Springs
valleys, were crossroads and meeting
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Ceramic Traditions and Their Time Spans
.Graph shows a comparative chronology of ceramic traditions
Figure courtesy of Robert A. Heckman, Statistical Research Inc.

grounds for the prehistoric cultures
of the ancient Southwest. These
complex interactions of various
peoples left an equally complex
archaeological record. Unlike other
well-studied areas in the Southwest,
the southeastern portion of Arizona
was the focus of limited and in-
frequent research over the past 60
years.

While working in southeastern
Arizona, I was continually intrigued
by the ceramics I encountered on
archaeological sites and ultimately
confused by the ceramic descriptions
I read in old and new archaeological
reports. Several ceramic typologies
had been created (most long ago) for
southeastern Arizona and had sub-
sequently been used, modified, or
abandoned. The typologies were
synonymous with poorly defined
archaeological culture groups or sub-
groups Dragoon, San Simon, Babo-
comari, and Trincheras. The situation
in southeastern Arizona, [ felt, war-
ranted a fresh approach to the ceramics
using old ideas.

In 1996 Statistical Research, Inc.,
was contracted by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to teach a class on tbe
ceramics and prehistory of southeastern
Arizona and publish a guide describing
the ceramics. The class was developed
for the avocational archaeologists who
were working on the post at Fort
Huachuca. The objective of the pub-
lished guide was to ‘help the
avocational - archaeologists  sort and
classify ceramics collected from the
excavations of the prehistoric Garden
Canyon archaeological site.

Typology Meets Reality:
The Concept of Ceramic Traditions
Creating a guide for the sole
purpose of segregating pottery into -
different categories without a clear
understanding of what those categories
meant was daunting. I quickly realized
that technological attributes such as
degree of polishing and tempering
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materials in conjunction with stylistic
attributes such as painted design and
placement of slips fell into a continuum
rather than clean, mutually exclusive
types. To deal with this reality, I bor-
rowed and modified the concept of a
“ceramic tradition.”

I defined a ceramic tradition as a
characteristic manner, method, or style
of making pottery that persisted
through time and was restricted geo-
graphically. People did not make
ceramic containers as emblems of who
they were and when they lived. People
made ceramic containers to meet spe-
cific and varied needs, most of which
involve food preparation and storage.
Ceramic traditions emerged, persisted,
and changed within a social context. In
southeastern Arizona, that social con-
text appears to have been one of
shifting influences from surrounding
regions. Individual ceramic traditions
are relatively small in geographic
terms; however, the boundaries are
tuzzy and overlapping, creating a con-
tinuous mass from south-central Ari-
zona and northern Mexico to south-
western New Mexico (Map page 5).

The attributes I selected to de-
fine ceramic traditions were those

Dragoon Tradition Vessel.
Recovered from the Gleeson site.
Illustration (SRI 033) by Robert A. Heckman,
Statistical Research. Inc.

more likely to be transmitted
by learning the ceramic craft
within a culture, rather than
those that were the product
of natural variability of ma-
terials across a given land-
scape. Ceramic technology
(how and what materials
used to make a pot) is not
readily transmitted through
indirect or informal contact;
painted designs, however,
are more dynamic in the
way they are transmitted.
Although the technological
attributes were extremely
useful in sorting the ce-
ramics into their respective
ceramic traditions, a sig-
nificant amount of material
exhibited technological and design
attributes  consistent with  two
traditions. Put another way, the act
of sorting the ceramics created am-
biguous intermediate categories. The
accompanying graph shows the ceramic
traditions and the intermediate
categories represented by the dashed
lines (page 3).

Failure or Area
of Potential Interest?

Intermediate categories can be
viewed in two ways. One approach
might be to go back to the drawing
board and hope that by re-examining
the attributes used to sort the
ceramics you might define mutually
exclusive categories. Alternatively,
one could look for patterning in the
intermediate  categories. The
ceramic traditions and ambiguous
categories show temporal patterning.
The early part of the graph shows
that the painted pottery of the
Dragoon and San Simon traditions
are easily confused, as is the early
painted pottery of the Mogollon and
San Simon. Later, the Dragoon

Dragoon Tradition Vessel
Recovered from the Gleeson site
Hlustration (SRI 009) by Robert A. Heckman,

‘ Statistical Research. Inc

pottery is easily confused with Tucson
Basin ceramics and exhibits parallels
with what is later recognized as the
Babocomari tradition.

What have we learned? Perhaps
the interconnectedness of the traditions
reflects close interactions between and
among the prehistoric groups living in
the southern deserts and grasslands of
the Southwest. More questions are
raised than answered, however.
Further, we must examine some of the
limitations of our approach. First, the
ceramics are the only class of material
culture used. In addition, the traditions
as defined only include the painted
pottery. These two factors severely
limit drawing any conclusions. The
similarities in the painted pottery
traditions of southeastern Arizona do
provide a touchstone for directions in
future research.

What’s Next? ...
More Typologies Of Course!

Future studies should examine the
unpainted pottery. Research focused on
the technology and vessel shape of the
unpainted pottery would provide im-
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Map shows ceramic traditions in south-central Arizona, northern Mexico, and southwestem New Mexico
Figure courtesy of Robert A Heckman, Statistical Research, Inc.

portant baseline data for comparison.
Ceramic containers were made for pri-
marily culinary needs. Documenting
differences or similarities in container
shapes within and between the ceramic
traditions would provide important
information on food preparation and
storage behaviors. The ultimate goal is
not to simply name the various groups
who inhabited southeastern Arizona;
instead, archaeologists want to learn
how these groups lived and how they
maintained and adapted their cultural
traditions.

Archaeological  classification
systems should be created and clearly
defined with a specific goal in mind.
All too often, archaeologists forget that
these classification systems are
~ subjective and created to recognize
patterns within and between collections
of archaeological things. Archae-
ologists are trying to study past human
behavior and understand past social,
economic, and ceremonial contexts.
As in today’s world, these phenomena
were governed by a multitude of
variables, many of which we do not

Alkali Ridge), that,

understand and certainly are difficult to
deduce from the fragmentary materials
left behind by a culture.

Viewed in this context, flexible,
less-precise classification systems are
more useful and arguably more
“scientific.” I leave you with the words
of John Otis Brew, who wrote in his
1946 treatise, “The Use and Abuse of
Taxonomy” (in the Archaeology of
“...we need more
rather than fewer classifications, to
meet new needs. We must not be
satisfied with a single classification of
a group of artifacts or of a cultural
development, for that way lies dogma
and defeat. We are, or should be, in
search of all of the evidence our
material holds.”

About the Author

Robert A. Heckman is a Project
Director and Ceramic Analyst at
Statistical Research, Inc. (SRI) in
Tucson. Mr. Heckman has been with
SRI for 11 years and has worked
extensively in southeastern Arizona.

A Note on Defining
Ceramic Traditions
by Robert A. Heckman

The concept of ceramic tradition
encompasses variables of a broader
range than those that form the bases of
the Colton typological classification
system. Change in technological and
morphological attributes, such as vessel
shape and finishing technique, occurs
in different cultural contexts than
change in design elements. These
changes will occur independently from
one another, allowing archaeologists to
discover continuity in some attributes
even in the face of profound changes in
others.

The tradition concept is therefore
useful . for identifying changes and
similarities that could be construed as
meaningful in a cultural and ethnic
context.

Continued on page 6...
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San Simon Tradition Vessel
Recovered from the Cotton Cache.
Illustration (SRI 085) by Robert A.
Heckman, Statistical Research, Inc.

I defined three generalized design
categories that correspond to a large
geographic area. These design charac-
teristics are recorded independent of
the technological attributes used to
define the traditions. The first and
earliest painted design is represented
by the broad-lined designs (ca. A.D.
650-750). These simple geometric pat-
terns were rendered with extremely
thick lines. The broad-lined painted
vessels represent the earliest painted

Dragoon Tradition Vessel
Recovered from the Gleeson site.
Ilustration (SRI 063) by Robert A.
Heckman, Statistical Research, Inc.

pottery over the entire Southwest.
Conversely, fine-lined designs (ca.
A.D. 750-950) mark the beginning in
regional diversity in painted designs.
Most of the fine-lined designs repre-
sent linear geometric patterns, how-
ever, in the Tucson Basin we find
motifs created by the consistent use
and combination of certain elements.
Finally, the elaborated designs (ca.
A.D. 950-1400) represent the most
stylistically diverse category of painted
designs, both within and between the
various traditions.

Vessel Descriptions
by Robert A. Heckman

SRI 001 (page 2), which represents
the Dragoon tradition with an elaborated
design and a tan-slipped interior (ca.
A.D. 950-1400), was curated at the
Amerind Foundation, recovered trom the
Gleeson site, and originally typed as Tres
Alamos Red-on-brown (Fulton and
Tuthill 1940: Plate 2 and Figure 3).

SRI 005 (page 3), SRI 031 (page
1), SRI 033 (page 4), which represent
the Dragoon tradition with an elaborated
design (ca. A.D. 950-1400), were
curated at the Amerind Foundation, ‘All
of the vessels were recovered from the
Gleeson site and originally typed as
Dragoon Red-on-brown (Fulton and
Tuthill 1940: Figure 3; Plates 1 and 17).

SRI 063 (page 6), which represents
the Dragoon tradition with an elaborated
design (ca. A.D. 950-1400), was
recovered trom the Texas Canyon site
(Fulton 1934),

SRI 009 (page 4), which represents
the Dragoon tradition with a fine-line
design (ca. A.D. 750-950), was re-
covered from the Gleeson site and no
original typological assignment was made
(Fulton and Tuthill 1940: Figure 3).

SRI 085 (page 6) and SRI 086 (page
7), which represent the San Simon
tradition with an elaborated design (ca.
A.D. 950-1400), were both curated at
the Arizona State Museum, recovered
from the Pinaleno Cotton Cache site, and

originally typed as Encinas Red-on-
brown (Haury 1993: Figure 10a and b;
I1a and b).

SRI 151 (page 6), which represents
the Babocomari bichrome tradition with
an ‘elaborated design (ca. A.D. 950-
1400), was curated at the Amerind Foun-
dation, was recovered from the Gleeson
site and originally typed as Tres Alamos
Red-on-brown by William Fulton and
Carr Tuthill. This vessel is unslipped and
has the soft, gray paste that is the
hallmark of the Babocomari tradition.
The Babocomari ceramics, common in
the upper San Pedro Valley, were not
defined and perhaps unknown to Fulton
and Tuthill in the 1930s when they excav-
ated at Gleeson (Fulton and Tuthill
1940:PlateIX).

References Cited:

Haury, Emil W (1993), The Pottery Vessels.In A
Prehistoric Cotton Cache from the Pinalefio Mountains,
Arizona, edited by Emil W Haury and Lisa W Huckell,
pp. 107-115. Kiva 5§9:95-145 !

Fulton. William Shirley (1934). 4rchaeological
Notes on Texas ("anyon, Arizona. Heye Foundation
Contributions 12 (2) Museum of the American Indian,
New York.

Fulton, William Shirley, and Carr Tuthill (1940),
AndArchaeologicalSitenear (ileeson. Arizona Amerind
Foundation Publication No. 1 Dragoon. Arizona

Babocomari Tradition Vessel
Recovered from the Gleeson site.
Illustration (SRI 151) by Robert A.
Heckman,Statistical Research. Inc
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Archaeological Ceramic Analysis Workshop

This winter, Old Pueblo is offering a great opportunity to learn archaeological ceramic
analysis. Linda Gregonis, an independent consultant who specializes in studies of Hohokam
ceramics, and Darla Pettit, Old Pueblo’s Laboratory Director who also specializes in
Hohokam ceramics, will lead this educational workshop. Over a period of six sessions, this
hands-on workshop will teach the basic concepts of ceramic analysis. Workshop
participants will analyze pottery collections from the Sabino Canyon Ruin public education
program. Sabino Canyon Ruin, which was inhabited by the Hohokam from circa A.D.
1000 to 1300, was excavated from 1995 through 2001 by Old Pueblo’s archaeologists,
students, and avocational archaeologists. While learning ceramic analysis participants will
also be contributing to our scientific knowledge on how ceramic analyses can lead to new
information on Hohokam interaction with other cultures. Call Old Pueblo today and reserve
your spot for this 6-session workshop: 520-798-1201. Class Schedule and Fees:
Wednesdays: 1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2004 from 7-9 p.m. AND Sundays: 1/18, 1/25, 2/1, 2004

from 1-3 p.m. Min. Enrollment: 12; Max. Enrollment: 15; Min. Age: 12 years; Fee: San Simon Tradition Vessel
nonmembers $72.00; members $58.00. Recovered from the Cotton Cache.
Illustration (SRI 086) by Robert A.
Chipped Stone Artifact Analysis Workshop Heckman, Statistical Research. Inc.

Come and participate in this educational workshop. Learn how archaeologists analyze
ancient chipped stone artifacts such as tools, flakes, and debris. Archaeologist Kerry Thompson, Ph.D. candidate at the University of
Arizona, will lead this hands-on artifact analysis workshop. Workshop participants will analyze chipped stone artifacts from the Sabino
Canyon Ruin, a Hohokam village that was occupied circa A.D. 1000 to 1300. While learning chipped stone artifact analysis, participants -
will also be contributing to our scientific knowledge on Hohokam stone tool technology and way of life. Call Old Pueblo at 520-798-1201
today and register for this 2-session workshop. Class Schedule and Fees: Sundays: 2/8 & 2/15, 2004 from 1-4 p.m. Min. Enrollment 10;
Max. Enrollment 20; Min. Age: 14 years; Fee: nonmembers $40.00; members $32.00, )

The Old Pueblo Archaeology Center Membership Program

Archaeology Opportunities is a membership program for persons who wish to support Old Pueblo Archaeology Center's educational
programs and perhaps even experience for themselves the thrill of discovery by participating in research. Members get to participate in
archaeological excavation and survey projects and can help study and reconstruct artifacts in the archaeological laboratory. Join today!

Archaeology Opportunities
Annual Membership & Subscription Rates
Individual .. ...... ... .. ... . L. $40 Or you may choose:

Household ....... ...... ... .............. §80
Sustaining ....................... ... .. $100 O3 Friend . ... . . $25: receives Old Pueblo Archacology and

Contribution . . ... .... ...... ....... $200 discounts on publications and classes but not free

Supporting ... ... ... 3500 participation in excavation opportunities

Sponsoring . ... oo 831,000

Corporation . . e e ... $1,000 Subscriber .. ... ... .. $10: receives one year (4 issues)
of Old Pueblo Archaeology but no other discounts and

Membership categories provide annual subscription to Old Pueblo excavation opportunities

Archaeology and opportunities to excavate in Old Pueblo’s public

research programs at no additional cost plus 20% discount on More importantly, your membership fees support Old

publications and classes. Pueblo Archaeology Center’s educatignal programs

3
a
o
0
.
o
a

Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s mission is to educate children and adults to understand and appreciate
archaeology and other cultures, to foster the preservation of archaeological and historical sites, and to develop
a lifelong concern for the importance of nonrenewable resources and traditional cultures.
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Every once in a while you
come across a truly generous
person who makes a positive
difference in the life of every
individual he comes across. The
person we all have in mind is
Steve Stacey, a multi-talented
person who sacrifices his time
and energy for the cause of
archaeological education and the
preservation of our past.

A native of Utah, Steve
began his career as an archae-
ology technician in the 1990s
after retiring as a computer
programmer for IBM. He was so
interested in southwestern archae-
ology and educating students who
had never excavated before that
he attended archaeological field
school at Southern Utah Uni-
versity on a yearly basis. In fact,
as fate would have it, we both
attended the same field school in
the summer of 1993 and I remember
Steve as a fun person who just
absolutely loved everything about
archaeology. At that time Steve was
already sharing his knowledge of the
Southwest with those of us who were
not from around here. Steve also took
archaeology classes at Tucson’s Pima
Community College to supplement his
field school experiences.

Steve discovered Old Pueblo
Archaeology Center in 1995. His first
archaeological excavation project was
at the Whispering Wings site with Old
Pueblo’s Project Director Jeff Jones.
He later served on the Board of
Directors and as Secretary for the
Board. He participated in a number of
archaeological research and educational
programs. Over the years, Steve has
recruited members, donated and
maintained computer equipment,
donated slides and photographs,
volunteered in the laboratory, and
helped with our Archaeology Expos.

Volunteer Spotlight: Steve Stacey

Steve Stacey. As volunteer crew chief at the Yuma
Wash site, Steve teaches Presidio High School student
Vanessa Garcia how to plan map. Photograph courtesy
of Barbara Flajnik

The reader may know Steve best
from his dedication to Old Pueblo’s
educational programs. Steve was an
instructor for the children’s mock dig
almost every day over the past school
year. Although he is “retired” he only
took one day a week off to play golf on
Wednesdays. Steve also served as crew
chief tor excavation days at the Yuma
Wash site. Steve was the first crew
chief to arrive at the site in the
morning and he always brought the
water, paper cups, and all the
excavation equipment he could fit in
the back of his pick-up truck.

In addition to being crew chief, he
tirelessly ran Old Pueblo’s free public
tours all day long at the Yuma Wash
site. I recall one day last November
when Steve gave visitors tours of the
Yuma Wash site from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. without stopping even once
and only pausing to sip his water! Over
the past year, visitors to the Yuma

Wash site have let us know how
much they appreciated Steve’s
tours.

Steve always wanted to be
sure that every Yuma Wash
visitor, either excavator or
tourist, enjoyed the experience
and walked away with a greater
appreciation for archaeology.

‘Recently, Steve has moved
back to Utah and is enjoying his
family and the beautiful views
from his new home. Being so far
away, Steve will not be able to
volunteer on a daily basis but
promises he will travel to Tucson
to help out with the Yuma Wash
field school next year.

We know Steve is enjoying
his new home in Kanab, Utah,
but we miss his cheery attitude
and all the help he has offered to
each and every one of us at Old
Pueblo.

On behalf of Old Pueblo’s staff,
volunteers, and members, we want to
sincerely thank Steve for all that he
has done for the archaeological
community in Tucson.

Thank you Steve!

- Old Pueblo
Archaeology Center
offers internships and community
service opportunities for college
and high school students.

If you would like to find out
more about these programs, call
Old Pueblo at 520-798-1201.
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Translatien and Variations of the Archaeological Term 'Hohokam'

Since at least 1875, scholars who
have studied Native Americans,
including archaeologists, have used the
term “Hohokam” to identify southern
Arizona’s best-known, pre-European
archaeological culture. The
“Hohokam” term is commonly used
today by English-speakers who are
familiar with this region’s archaeology.

In his 1976 book The Hohokam:
Desert Farmers and Craftsmen.
Excavations at Snaketown, 1964-1965
(University of Arizona Press, Tucson),
Dr. Emil W. Haury, the archaeologist
most renowned for research into this
prehistoric culture, wrote that the term
“Hohokam” derives from the Pima
(Akimel O’odham) Indian words hokam
and hohokam. O’odham (Piman
language) speakers form plural nouns
by repeating or extending the
pronunciation of a noun’s first syllable,
so “Hohokam” implies more than one
person. The term “Hohokam,”
according to Haury, has been variously
translated ‘ancients or extinct people’;
‘That Which Has Perished’; ‘those who
have gone’; ‘those who have vanished’;
and ‘all used up’ - therefore meaning
more than one person who is no longer
with us.

More recently, American linguists
David Shaul and Jane Hill, in their
article “Tepimans, Yumans, and Other
Hohokam™ (1998, American Antiquity
Vol. 63) stated that the name given to
these ancient people by historical and
modern Piman peoples, who include
the Akimel O’odham, Tohono
O’odham [Papago], and others, is the
O’odham word Auhugkam. Shaul and
Hill say that this Piman term is literally
translated ‘those who have finished.’
With all due respect to the late Dr.
Haury, the pronunciation of huhugkam
is slightly different from that of
Hohokam, and huhugkam is probably a
more accurate rendition of the Piman
language’s root word and
pronunciation.

Somewhat more in accord with
Shaul and Hill’s spelling, Arizona’s
Gila River Indian Community uses the
spelling “HuHuKam” on the tribe’s
official web site to refer to the ancient
people to whom the Akimel O’odham
trace their roots, that is, to the culture
that most archaeologists call
“Hohokam.” (You can visit the Gila
River Community web site at
www.gric.nsn.us/ -  click on
“History” to get to the “History -
Akimel O’Odham /Pee Posh / ‘The
People of the River’” page at
www . gric.nsn.us/index.html.)
However, a new tribal museum that is
being developed by the Gila River
Indian Community apparently will be
named the “Huhugam Heritage
Center.”

To complicate matters further, the
web site of the Gila River Arts &
Crafts Center, which is on the Gila
River Indian Community reservation,
uses the term “Hohokam” and
translates it “those who have gone
before.” (See www.gilaindiancenter
.com/ - click on “Culture” and then
“Hohokam” to get to the “Hohokam”
page at www. gilaindiancenter.com
/hohokam.php). ;

Hopefully, archaeologists and
Native Americans alike know who
archaeologists are referring to when we
use the term “Hohokam” - we
generally apply it to the people who
occupied most of south-central Arizona
from about A.D. 500 to 1450.

Doc Haury originally proposed that
the Hohokam culture’s time of origin
extended back as far as 300 B.C.
However, most archaeologists working
in the Hohokam region today use the
term Hohokam to refer specifically to
southern Arizona’s ancient Native
Americans who had in common the use
of “house-in-pit-type” pithouses, red-
on-buff or red-on-brown decorated
pottery, elaborately carved shell and
stone artifacts, and specialized public

structures  called  ballcourts and
platform mounds. These items did not
start occurring together in this. area
until midway into the first millennium
after Christ. Many archaeologists now
identify the pre-A.D. 500 Native
American cultures of this region as part
of the distinctive “Late Archaic-Early
Agricultural” and “Early Ceramic”
cultural traditions that did not use
pottery with red-painted designs, or the
house-in-pit-type pithouses, ballcourt,
or platform mound architecture.

We need to keep other perspectives
in mind, though. Some Native
Americans may legitimately identify
these earlier peoples, and even more
ancient ones, with the “Hohokam” )
term that has been adopted by English -
speakers from one of the regiod’s
native languages. After all, those
earlier people, too, are among ‘those
who have finished.’

Allen Dart

Thank you to all members,
volunteers, and supporters of Old
Pueblo Archaeology Center.

Old Pueblo thanks community service
students, Alexandria Anemone and
Zachary Schafer, for the clerical
and laboratory help. Thank you to
Old Pueblo member and volunteer,
Karen Russo, for all the fund-raising
efforts. Old Pueblo also thanks Data
Drive and Telexis for the donation of
software and licenses for Phoneslips

Would you like to subscribe to

Old Pueblo Archaeology?
If this issue came to you with an
address label showing a “Paid
through” date that is earlier than
20031231 you will need to sub-
scribe or become an Archaeology
Opportunities member to receive
future issues. See page 7 for sub-
scription and membership
information.
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Old Pueblo’s Winter Calendar of Classes, Workshops, and Tours

Traditional Pottery Making

Experienced southwestern potter and
artisan John Guerin teaches Old Pueblo’s
pottery workshops. Mr. Guerin will show
participants how to make traditional
Indian pottery the way it has been made
in the Southwest for over two thousand
years. Dig your own clay, then hand-
make your own pots, seed bowls, canteen
corrugated ware, ladles, and rattles using
the coil-and scrape method. The paddie-
and anvil method is also demonstrated.
All equipment is provided.

Workshop includes:

»  Cultural context

Field trip to dig clay

Forming

Shaping and smoothing

Completing the scraping, sanding,
polishing, slipping, and painting
Making canteens

» Making corrugated ware

» Making ladles and rattles

¥y v v v
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Children under 16 may take the
pottery class if a parent enrolls with
them. Maximum enrollment is 15
persons/class. The pottery class meets
from 1-4 p.m. on Sundays from March
14, 2004 to May 2, 2004 (except for
Easter Sunday on April 11). Classes will
meet at Old Pueblo Archaeology Center,
5100 W. Ina Road. Fee is $69 for
nonmembers and $55.20 for Old Pueblo
members. Preregistration is required.
Call Laurie at 520-798-1201 to register.

Old Pueblo’s “Traditional Pottery
Making” and “Arrowhead Making
and Flintknapping” workshops are
designed to help modern people
understand how prehistoric people
made and used artifacts. The courses
are not intended to train students
how to make artwork for sale.

| R R TR

Arrowhead Making and
Flintknapping Workshop

Flintknapper Sam Greenleaf will
offer the popular “Arrowhead Making
and Flintknapping” workshop. Mr.
Greenleaf teaches participants how to
make arrowheads out of obsidian.
Participants will learn more about how
prehistoric people made and used stone
tools by experiencing the process of
flintknapping. All necessary equipment is
provided. Participation is limited to 1
persons ages 9 and older. Cost is $25 for
nonmembers and $20 for Old Pueblo
members for each 3-hour workshop.
Preregistration is required.

Two beginner/intermediate  level
flintknapping workshops will be offered
this winter, on Saturday, January 17,
2004 and Saturday, February 14, 2004
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Workshops will
be held at Old Pueblo Archaeology
Center, 5100 W. Ina Road. Call Laurie at
798-1201 to register.

Ceramic Analysis Workshop

Join Linda Gregonis and Darla Pettit
for this exciting new ceramic analysis
workshop. See page 7 for details.

Classes will meet at Old Pueblo
Archaeology Center on Wed, 1/14, 1/21,
1/28, 2004 from 7-9 p.m. AND Sundays
1/18, 1/25, 2/1, 2004 from 1-3 p.m.
Fee: nonmembers $72; members $58.

Chipped Stone Artifact
Analysis Workshop

Join archaeologist and chipped stone
artifact specialist Kerry Thompson for
Old Pueblo’s new chipped stone artifact
analysis workshop. See page 7 for
details.

Classes will meet at Old Pueblo
Archaeology at 5100 W. Ina Road,
Building 6 on Sunday 2/8 & 2/15, 2004
from 1-4 p.m. Fee: nonmembers $40;
members $32.

Pima College Study Tours

This winter Old Pueblo Archaeology

~ Center’s Allen Dart, RPA, will provide

two study tours (on 1/10 & 1/31, 2004)
for Pima Community College
Community Campus, 401 N. Bonita
Ave., Tucson. Preregistration is required
for the tours. Please call Pima
Community College at 520-206-6468 to
register.*

Central Tohono O’odham Nation: People
and Archaeology January 10, 2004 Pima
Community College Study Tour ST146
(CRN 60979). This tour, which will be
led by Allen Dart, RPA with Old Pueblo
Archaeology Center is currently closed,
but will be offered again in the fall of
2004. ;

Ancient History of the Middle Gila
Valley, Pima Community College Study
Tour ST147 (CRN 60981). This tour, led
by Allen Dart, RPA, includes a
backcountry tour of archaeological
features at the Casa Grande Ruins
National Park in Coolidge and will visit
the Grewe site (early Hohokam village),
Adamsville Ruin’s late Hohokam
platform mound, ballcourt, and excavated
ruins, historical Adamsville Cemetery,
historical O’odham village on the Gila
River terrace, Pinal County Historical
Society Museum in Florence. On
Saturday, 1/31, 2004, tour will depart
from Pima Community Campus, 401 N.
Bonita Ave., Tucson at 7 a.m. and return
at 4 p.m. Fee: $65. Preregistration
required. Call Pima Community College
at 520-206-6468 to register.

Pima Community College Noncredit
Class: Tucson and Green Valley

Arts and Culture of Ancient Southern
Arizona is a Pima Community College
noncredit 3-day series class. The class
will be presented by Allen Dart, RPA
with Old Pueblo Archaeology Center in
conjunction with Pima Community
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College. The class will include artifact
displays on the material culture of
southern Arizona’s ancient Hohokam
Indians, including their pottery, artifacts
made from stone, seashell, bone, textiles,
and rock art, including archaeological
interpretations of what these materials
indicate about . Hohokam religious
practices and social organization.

Session 1 focuses on pottery. Session
2 focuses on other arts and
interpretations. Session 3 is a field trip to
look at Hohokam artifact collections
housed at the Arizona State Museum,
University of Arizona. Carpooling is
encouraged for Session 3.

Fee: $59. Call Pima Community College
at 520-206-6468 to register.

Class Schedules and Locations

Arts and Culture of Ancient Southern
Arizona, Pima Community College
noncredit class, Curriculum no. SW294,
CRN 62922, Sessions will meet
Wednesdays, 1/14, 1/21, and 1/28, 2004

from 2-4 p.m. Sessions 1 & 2 will meet

at Pima Community College Community
Campus, 401 N. Bonita Ave., Tucson.
Session 3 meets on the University of
Arizona campus at the Arizona State
Museum-North building at northeast
corper of Park Avenue and University
Bivd., Tucson. :

Arts and Culture of Ancient Southern
Arizona, Pima Community College
noncredit class, Curriculum no.
SW294Z, CRN 62112. Sessions will
meet Thursdays, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2004
from 9-11 a.m. Sessions 1 & 2 will meet
at Pima Community College Green
Valley Campus, 1250 W. Continental
Road, Green Valley. Session 3 meets on
the University of Arizona campus at the
Arizona State Museum-North building at
northeast corner of Park Avenue and
University Blvd., Tucson.

Arts and Culture of Ancient Southern
Arizona, Pima Community College
noncredit class. Curriculum no. SW294,
CRN 62923, Sessions will meet
Wednesdays 2/11, 2/18,2/25, 2004 from

2-4 p.m. Sessions 1 & 2 will meet at
Pima Community College Community
Campus, 401 N. Bonita Ave., Tucson.
Session 3 meets on the University of
Arizona campus at the Arizona State
Museum-South building at southeast
corner of Park Avenue and University
Blvd., Tucson.

Pima Community College Noncredit
Classes: OASIS in Tucson

Introduction to South American
Archaeology, Pima Community College
noncredit class. Curriculum no.
SW293A, CRN 62915D. This class,
taught by Courtney Rose, Ph.D., will
provide an introduction to South
America’s geography, environment, and
myriad of cultures and languages that
make up this diverse continent. In this
introduction, the class will cover two
major topics: 1) the archaeological study
of how and when the very first
Americans arrived to the New World,
and 2) the study of South American
ancient societies using ethnohistorical
records and archaeological record (using
the Inca Empire as an example).

Schedule & Location: Friday, 1/16, 2004
from 2-4 p.m. at OASIS at Robinsons
May, 3" floor, El Con Mall. Call Pima
Community College 520-206-6468 to
register.

Ancient Desert Dwellers, Pima
Community College noncredit class.
Curriulum no. SW292A, CRN 62917D.
This class, taught by Courtney Rose,
Ph.D., will provide an introductory.
review of the ancient Hohokam Indians
and will focus on what archaeologists
have learned about the lives and
settlements of the Hohokam who lived in
Tucson, Green Valley and Marana.

Schedule & Location: Friday, 2/13, 2004
from 2-4 p.m. at OASIS at Robinsons
May, 3" floor, El Con Mall. Call Pima
Community College at 520-206-6468 to
register.

Modern and Ancient Cultures of the
Andes, Pima Community College

- noncredit class. Curriculum no. SW295,

CRN 62919D. This class is a 2-day
series, taught by Courtney Rose, Ph.D.,
that will present the Andean region from
an anthropological perspective. The first
class provides an in-depth look at some
of the many cultures that currently live in
the South American Andes. The second
class will review what archaeologists
have discovered about ancient Andean
societies.

Schedule & Location: Fridays, 4/2 &
4/9, 2004 from 2-4 p.m. Call Pima
Community College at 520-206-6468 to
register.

Presentations

Arts and Culture of the Ancient Hohokam
Indians is a free slide presentation by
Allen Dart, RPA, for the Public Lands
Interpretive Association, funded by hte
Arizona Humanities Council.
Presentation will focus on the Sabino
Canyon Ruin.

Schedule & Location: Saturday, 2/14,
2004 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Sabino
Canyon Visitor Center, 5700 N. Sabino
Canyon Road, Tucson. Contact Eileen
Hill at 520-749-7711 for meeting details
or Allen Dart at 520-798-1201 for
information on subject.

Classic Period Hohokam Households at
the Yuma Wash Site in Marana, tree slide
presentation by Courtney Rose, Ph.D.,
for Arizona Archaeological and Historical
Society monthly meeting.

Schedule & Location: Monday, 1/19,
2004 at 7:30 p.m. at University Medical
Center-Duval  Auditorium, 1501 N.
Campbell Ave., Tucson. For meeting
details contact Bill Hallett at 722-9298 or
billhalay@aol.com in Tucson. For
information on the presentation subject
matter, contact Courtney Rose at 520-
798-1201 or crose@oldpueblo.org.
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