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The Historic San Agustín  
del Tucson Mission  
and Its Impact on  

Local Native Americans 
with Monica Z. Young, M.A.

6:30 p.m. March 23, 2011 
at Pima County Public Library - Mission Branch 

3770 S. Mission Rd. (at Ajo Way), Tucson 

A Mission in Ruin

ca. 1890 (Convento) ca. 1900 (Convento) 

ca. 1902 (Convento) ca. 1925 (Granary) 

San Agustín Mission Convento ca. 1875 
Buehman Collection #B91766, Arizona Historical Society

In the 1690s Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, 
the Jesuit missionary, recognized that Tucson was 
a highly suitable place to establish a mission 
community, and he founded San Xavier del Bac 
as the region’s cabecera (head mission) and the 
San Agustín Mission as a visita (mission visiting 
station) of San Xavier. Later, in the eighteenth 
century, Franciscan missionaries built impressive 
religious facilities at both locations.  

After Mexico gained its independence from 
Spain in 1821, San Agustín Mission was slowly 
abandoned and fell into ruin as various pieces of 
the church property were homesteaded, given 
away, and sold off. Evidence of the mission, its 
convento (priests’ quarters), and gardens was fur-
ther compromised after a brick manufacturing 
plant and later a refuse landfill took their toll on 
the vestiges of San Agustín. By the middle of the 
twentieth century the last visible evidence of the 
mission era was destroyed.  

Until recently, plans were underway in Tucson to reconstruct the San Agustín Mission complex. Among the 
challenges to this endeavor are not only what the reconstruction should look like but also how it will be 
interpreted. In United States history, emphasis is often placed on interpreting the European experience. This 
presentation, however, will utilize a historical archaeological approach to examine the impact of the San Agustín 
Mission on Tucson's indigenous population. 

 
Our presenter for this program is Monica Z. Young, M.A., a Research Specialist  

in the Office of Ethnohistorical Research at the Arizona State Museum on the University of Arizona campus. 
 
Monica recently received her University of Arizona Master’s degree in Anthropology with a major in historical 

archaeology. Besides Tucson’s San Agustín Mission and the Tucson Presidio, her research interests include Fort 
Lowell, Spanish colonialism in the southwestern U.S., the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the Penitentes of New Mexico, and 
personal genealogical research. Monica currently serves on the boards of directors for both the Southwest Mission 
Research Center and for Old Pueblo Archaeology Center. 

 
No reservations are needed 

Although there is no entry fee, donations will be requested  
to benefit Old Pueblo Archaeology Center’s educational efforts. 

Contact Old Pueblo at 520-798-1201 or info@oldpueblo.org for more information.  


